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Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus breeds in 
NE Asia and winters in the northern parts of Southeast Asia 
(Piersma 1996). The species is under-surveyed with no exact 
estimation of population size existing than the broad range of 
25,000—100,000 mature individuals in the world (Wetlands 
Intemational 2006). Grey-headed Lapwing Vanellus cinereus 
appears to have a decreasing population trend (BirdLife 
International 2012), but the decline is not very rapid. The 
species has an extremely large range and is listed as “Least 
Concer’ in the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (2011). 

It is an uncommon winter migrant in India (Kumar et 
al. 2003), and its major wintering grounds are in the north- 
eastern part of the country (Grimmett et al. 1999; Lanier 2004), 
while individual records of sightings are reported from various 
other regions such as Bharatpur in Rajasthan (Grubh 1968), 
Kodigehalli in Karnataka (Subramanya 1987), Goa (Lainer 
1991, 2004), Namdapha Tiger Reserve in Arunachal Pradesh 
(Barua 1999), Pallikaranai, Kaliveli, and Point Calimere in 
Tamil Nadu (Santharam 2003; Sundar 2000), Thrissur district 
in Kerala (Ravindran and Nameer 2001; Ravindran 2004), 
Thatipudi Reservoir and Machilipatnam in Andhra Pradesh 
(Conoy 2003; Pittie 2001), Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Assam (Barua 2001), Chilika (Balachandran et al. 2005) and 
Bhitarkanika (Gopi and Pandav 2007) wetlands in Orissa and 
Sunderbans in West Bengal (Z6ckler ef al. 2005). In recent 
years, the species has also been reported from the Kaluste-Bhile 
Kharland area in Konkan (Palkar 2010) and from Trishna 
National Park and Wildlife Sanctuary, Gumti Lake, and 
Sepahijala National Park in Tripura (Choudhury 2010). These 
are the first records of Grey-headed Lapwing from Konkan 
and Tripura. There have been frequent sightings reported from 
coastal Tamil Nadu in recent years (Santharam ef al. 2006). 


This bird is mainly found along muddy river banks, marshes 
and wet fields (Grimmett et al. 1999; Kazmierczak 2000). 

The Corbett Foundation (TCF) has been carrying out a 
regular waterfowl census programme, since 2001, in selected 
wetlands located in the Corbett landscape to estimate the 
population of migratory birds (Bhattacharjee and Bargali 
2012). As part of this programme, Haripura Reservoir (29° 
06' N; 79° 20' E), on Baur river, located in Terai Central 
Territorial Forest Division of Uttarakhand, is being monitored 
fortnightly by the Wildlife Division of TCF during winter. 
On December 02, 2011, at about 10:55 hrs, the first author 
spotted a Grey-headed Lapwing among other Lapwing 
species, such as Red-wattled Lapwing Vanellus indicus and 
White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus, ina marshy part of 
the wetland. It was easily distinguished from the other 
lapwings by its grey head, yellow bill with black tip, as well 
as the prominent black breast and tail bands. During the 
subsequent waterfowl census carried out at Haripura Reservoir 
on December 17, 2011, two Grey-headed Lapwings were 
recorded from the area. Grey-headed Lapwing was first 
recorded by TCF wildlife division from Haripura in 2009. It 
is the first record of this species from the State of Uttarakhand 
(Director, ZSI 1995, 2008). 
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The distribution of the Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon 
Treron bicinctus in the Indian subcontinent is the lower 
Himalaya from the Uttar Pradesh terai and Nepal to Arunachal 
Pradesh and Bangladesh, Eastern Ghats, southern Western Ghats 
south of Goa and Belgaum, and Sri Lanka. It has also been 
recently reported from Sriharikota Island, Nellore district, 
Andhra Pradesh (Manakadan et al. 2009, 2011). There have 
been no records of the species in Maharashtra (Prasad 2003) 
and in northern Western Ghats (Ali 2002; Grimmett et al. 2011; 
Kazmierczak 2000; Manakadan et al. 2011). In this note we 
report occurrence of the Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon in the 
northern Western Ghats in Kolhapur, which is the first record 
of the species in Maharashtra 

On February 12, 2012, at 06:00 hrs, we were on the 
way towards Tudiye and Mahalunge forest in Chandgad tehsil 
of Kolhapur district, Maharashtra for bird watching. We 
sighted a male Orange-breasted Green-Pigeon Treron 
bicinctus on a treetop at the outskirts of Shinoli village (15° 
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52' N; 74° 22' E), about 120 km from Kolhapur town. Later it 
flew off to disappear into the nearby forest. Unfortunately, 
we did not have a camera, but the bird was identified using 
field guides of Kazmierczak (2000) and Grimmett er al. 
(2011). The nearest record of the species to our recorded site 
(Shinoli) is Belgaum, which is c. 200 km to its south. Shinoli 
and Belgaum are located at c. 750 m above msl and have 
moist mixed deciduous and semi-evergreen mixed forest 
habitat. Subsequent to our record for Maharashtra, the species 
was photographed by Milind Valawalkar in Valawal village 
of Sindhudurg district, Maharashtra on April 16, 2012 (http:/ 
/www.indianaturewatch.net, accessed on May 12, 2012). 
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